Case Study 1:
London and Reading

Government
The case study area comprises 32 London Boroughs, the City of London and five new unitary authorities in Berkshire: Bracknell Forest; Reading; Slough; Windsor and Maidenhead; and Wokingham (these unitary authorities were created in April 1998).

Preparations are underway for the election of a Mayor for London and the creation of the Greater London Authority (GLA), which will have responsibility for strategic land use and transport decisions across London. The London Planning Advisory Committee (LPAC) is currently the Boroughs’ statutory planning committee for London. It was set up in 1986 when the GLC was abolished.

The Government Office for London (GOL) is responsible for preparing regional planning guidance for the London Boroughs. Regional Planning Guidance note 3 (RPG3) was issued in May 1996 for the period 1992-2006. Strategic Planning Guidance for the Thames (RPG 3B/9B) was issued in February 1997. Work has begun on a review of RPG3A (issued in 1991) on the protection of strategic views in London.

The Government Office for the South East (GOSE) is responsible for preparing regional planning guidance in the five unitary authorities in this case study area. Regional Planning Guidance note 9 (RPG9) was issued in March 1994 for the period 1991-2006. Revised regional planning guidance for the South East is expected this year.

Population
More than 7 million people are resident in this case study area (more than one-eighth of the UK population). The population density of the case study area is approximately ten times higher than the UK as a whole.

Parts of the area (such as the M4 corridor between London and Reading) is experiencing rapid growth in population, particularly in authorities such as Kensington and Chelsea, Richmond-upon-Thames, Bracknell Forest, Slough and Wokingham. However, the rate of population growth in the area as a whole is similar to the UK average since some parts of the area have experienced population decline (e.g. Brent, Bromley, Greenwich and Havering).

There is a smaller proportion of retired people in the case study area (15.2 per cent of the population) than the UK average (18.1 per cent of the population).

Nearly half of the ethnic minority population of the UK lives in London, accounting for almost a quarter of the capital’s population.

Housing
Housing costs are much higher in London than elsewhere in the UK, but householders are less likely to be satisfied with their accommodation than in any other region.

Labour Market
The average weekly wage for full-time employees in London in April 1991, at £480 per week, was almost £100 more than in any other region and £134 more than the national average. However, the unemployment rate in London is higher than in most other regions.

Office rents in London are around 80% more expensive than the national average.

Employment in the banking and finance sector is high: the proportion of people employed in this sector in London is more than twice the national average.

The proportion of employment in the agricultural sector is lower in London than in all other parts of the country, since much of the area is urbanised.

The proportion of employment in the manufacturing sector is lower in London than in all other parts of the country.

Regional Development
A regional development agency for London will be launched in 2000, with a similar remit to the eight regional development agencies established for the rest of England in 1998 (i.e. economic development and regeneration, business support, investment and competitiveness, skills, training and employment, sustainable development).

The South East England Development Agency (SEEDA) is the regional development agency for the five new unitary authorities in the case study area.

Parts of north and east London (in the boroughs of Enfield, Hackney, Haringey, Newham, Tower Hamlets and Waltham Forest) are eligible for EU Structural Funds under Objective 2. The East London and the Lee Valley Objective 2 Programme provides funds for employment creation. The URBAN Community Initiative provides funding for increasing employment of the poorest residents in 16 wards across the boroughs of Hackney and Tower Hamlets, where the rate of unemployment is more than twice the London average and even higher among the Bangladeshi and Somalian refugee communities.

The URBAN Community Initiative provides funding for increasing employment in parts of north and west London under the Park Royal Initiative, covering deprived estates in Queen’s Park, Shepherd’s Bush and White City. The rate of employment in this area (22 per cent) is almost twice the average for Greater London (12 per cent).

Transport
People in London walk further, travel further by public transport and drive fewer miles by car than people in any other region. However, the average London resident travels further by car for work than residents of other parts of the country.

The average time to travel to work in London (more than 40 minutes) is substantially higher than elsewhere in the UK (the national average is 25 minutes).

People living in London rely least on the car for travel. On average, 68 per cent of distance was travelled by car in 1994/96, compared to the national average of 84 per cent. 26 per cent of distance was travelled by public transport in London in 1994/96, compared to the national average of 12 per cent.

The case study area has an extensive road network (M4, M25) and rail network, much of which is at capacity for many hours each day.

Car ownership per person was higher than the UK average in the early 1980s in this case study area. Because the rate of car ownership has not grown as fast as in other parts of the country, car ownership per person is now lower than the national average.

Environment
More than a quarter of the total area of Greater London is designated Green Belt land (451 square kilometres). Areas of outstanding natural beauty (AONB) cover another 3 square kilometres.

Urban growth projections for London between 1991 and 2016 are substantially lower than the national average.

Table 1:
Population in Case Study Area 1 by District


Area (sq km)
Population Density (persons per sq km)
Population (thousands) Total
Total population percentage change 1981-1996
Percentage of population aged under 5
Percentage of population aged 5-15
Percentage of population aged 16 up to pension age
Percentage of population of pension age or over

Barking & Dagenham
34
4,529
154
1.4
7.9
15.3
58.0
18.8

Barnet
89
3,584
319
8.2
6.7
13.5
63.3
16.5

Bexley
61
3,590
219
1.0
6.6
14.3
61.6
17.6

Brent
44
5,636
248
-2.6
7.6
14.0
65.1
13.3

Bromley
152
1,947
296
-1.0
6.2
12.6
61.7
19.5

Camden
22
8,591
189
5.6
6.3
10.9
68.1
14.8

City of London
3
1,667
5
-4.1
5.0
7.0
66.6
21.4

City of Westminster
22
9,273
204
8.4
5.3
9.1
70.2
15.3

Croydon
87
3,839
334
4.0
7.0
14.1
64.0
14.9

Ealing
55
5,400
297
5.3
7.3
13.5
65.4
13.8

Enfield
81
3,247
263
0.6
7.5
13.7
62.1
16.6

Greenwich
48
4,417
212
-1.6
7.4
15.5
61.2
15.9

Hackney
20
9,700
194
4.7
8.5
15.2
63.7
12.5

Hammersmith&Fulham
16
9,813
157
3.6
6.6
10.3
69.9
13.2

Haringey
30
7,200
216
4.3
7.6
13.2
66.8
12.5

Harrow
51
4,137
211
5.9
6.6
14.1
63.2
16.1

Havering
118
1,958
231
-4.7
5.8
13.6
61.3
19.3

Hillingdon
110
2,255
248
6.2
6.8
13.6
63.5
16.1

Hounslow
58
3,552
206
1.0
7.3
13.9
64.3
14.5

Islington
15
11,733
176
6.0
7.1
13.0
66.1
13.8

Kensington & Chelsea
12
13,250
159
13.5
5.7
9.8
70.8
13.8

Kingston upon Thames
38
3,737
142
5.6
6.2
12.6
64.6
16.6

Lambeth
27
9,815
265
4.7
7.7
13.5
66.2
12.6

Lewisham
35
6,886
241
2.1
7.6
14.0
63.5
14.9

Merton
38
4,789
182
8.7
7.0
12.7
64.8
15.5

Newham
36
6,361
229
7.5
9.7
17.6
60.6
12.1

Redbridge
56
4,125
231
0.6
6.8
14.2
62.2
16.8

Richmond-u-Thames
55
3,273
180
11.2
6.2
11.7
65.2
16.9

Southwark
29
7,931
230
5.3
8.4
14.0
63.3
14.3

Sutton
43
4,093
176
3.2
7.0
13.5
62.3
17.3

Tower Hamlets
20
8,850
177
21.6
8.8
17.2
60.3
13.6

Waltham Forest
40
5,500
220
1.2
8.0
14.2
63.1
14.7

Wandsworth
35
7,600
266
1.6
6.8
10.2
69.0
14.0

Bracknell Forest
109
1,009
110
30.0
7.4
14.9
65.4
12.3

Reading
40
3,575
143
3.9
6.9
13.4
64.6
15.1

Slough
27
4,074
110
13.2
8.0
15.0
63.4
13.6

Windsor & Maidenhead
198
717
142
4.5
6.0
13.4
63.6
17.1

Wokingham
179
793
142
21.7
6.6
14.9
65.0
13.4

Case Study Area 1
2,133
3,621
7,724
4.5
7.1
13.5
64.2
15.2

Wales
20,779
141
2,921
3.8
6.1
14.5
59.5
19.9

England
130,422
376
49,089
4.8
6.4
14.1
61.3
18.2

United Kingdom
242,910
242
58,801
4.3
6.4
14.2
61.3
18.1

Table 2:
Employment in Case Study Area 1 by County


Agriculture and fishing
Energy and water
Manufacturing
Construction
Distribution, hotels and restaurants
Transport and communications
Banking, finance and insurance, etc
Public administration,education & health
Other services
Totals

Greater London
3,610
14,919
281,838
92,613
706,656
272,194
1,034,610
730,452
212,369
3,349,261

Berkshire
1,864
4,609
44,984
10,687
95,399
21,206
101,416
70,591
16,065
366,821

Case Study 1
5,474
19,528
326,822
103,300
802,055
293,400
1,136,026
801,043
228,434
3,716,082


0.1%
0.5%
8.8%
2.8%
21.6%
7.9%
30.6%
21.6%
6.1%
100%

Wales
19,540
7,816
212,986
36,149
201,262
41,034
99,654
307,755
42,988
977,000


2.0%
0.8%
21.8%
3.7%
20.6%
4.2%
10.2%
31.5%
4.4%
100%

England
227,988
113,994
3,476,817
645,966
4,312,773
1,139,940
3,457,818
4,692,753
778,959
18,999,000


1.2%
0.6%
18.3%
3.4%
22.7%
6.0%
18.2%
24.7%
4.1%
100%

UK
293,111
135,282
4,103,554
811,692
5,095,622
1,307,726
3,878,084
5,772,032
924,427
22,547,000


1.3%
0.6%
18.2%
3.6%
22.6%
5.8%
17.2%
25.6%
4.1%
100%

