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1. RELEVANCE AS A CASE STUDY FOR THE RURAL URBAN PARTERSHIP

The Province of Cremona (Lombardy Region, NW of the Country) represents one of the most important agricultural area in Italy in which the strength of the Agricultural Sector is also the strength of the local economic system and a resource against the sprawl phenomena.

Under the first aspect, we can see an increasing successful integration process among agriculture and  food industry, overall in the milk and meat productions, but also in the vegetables industry. The second aspect is also relevant for the maintenance of the rural-urban equilibrium in a framework of medium (Cremona and Crema) and small cities. These historical equilibria have been threatened in the recent past, but a good process of planning has been activated four years ago and, recently, a new Territorial Master Plan (TMP) has been adopted by the Provincial Government. This Plan constitute the main instrument for the co-ordination of the Master Plans of each Municipality. A good design of infrastructures and public services is a tool of the Plan, favouring equilibrated relationships between cities and countryside.

2. GENERAL DATA ABOUT THE AREA

The province of Cremona is located in the centre of Padania Plain, inward at a relevant infrastructural system constituted by both corridors East-West: Milano Venezia and Nord-South: Milano-Bologna and Modena-Verona-Brennero. Contrary to all expectations due to his bariycentric position, Cremona show few relationships with these neighbour important industrial and commercial cities.

The connective infrastructures between Cremona and the big surrounding network, in fact,  show as the local economic development model maintain a self-centred role of an area  essentially characterised by his agricultural and agro-industrial productions.

The local urban structure is based on three principal ‘districts’: Cremona, Crema e Casalmaggiore. Cremona, the main city of the province, is located in the centre of this area and in ‘self-referential’ position; Crema is relatively  more attracted by Milan central city orbit; Casalmaggiore has a centrifugal tendency towards near Emilia-Romagna Region, from which is divided by the Po River only.

The Cremona’s population density is 187 inhabitants/sq.Km, less than Lombardy average value but near to Italian and European ones; besides in 1991 only 6,1% of inhabitants lived in the rural part of the territory (rural area), outside of the 235 provincial urbanised centres. Value that increased in the last ten years, but lower than the average regional ones (9,4%).

Figure 1. Province of Cremona geographic localisation
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Table 1. General Data on Province of Cremona 

Name
CREMONA
%

Nuts level
Second


Total Area (sq.Km)
1.770,60


Demographics density (inhabitants sqKm)
187,20


Total population
327.970


PIB/capita (million italian lire)
23,74


% of pop. with higher education:



      - high school

18,5

      - degree

3,2

Population by age structure:



   - oldness index*
146,1


   - dependency index**
41,4


Active population by sector



         - Agriculture
12.013
8,7

         - Industry
59.270
43,0

         - Other sectors
66.544
48,3

         - Total
137.827
100,0

Number of cars/1000 inhabitants
651


* percentage ratio population >65 years old and population <14 years old

** percentage ratio non-working age population (>65 and < 15 years old) and workable age population (15-64 years old).

In this statement, referring to the theme 2.3 of the Study Programme, we will analyse the main issues representing the local situation such as it is possible by recent studies realised to the definition of the Territorial Master Plan (TMP).

3.1. SETTLEMENT STRUCTURE AND ACCESSIBILITY TO INFRASTRUCTURES 
The evaluation of the effects of rapid transport routes on the siting of different activities
Mobility, infrastructure and industrial areas depend on complete realisation of road, rail and waterway nets and on respective interchange nodes: particularly, on Cremona and Casalmaggiore logistic centres. The TMP’s suggestions related to settlement develop are articulated in three great strategies aimed to the minimisation of landscape and agricultural impacts and to the maximisation of the territorial and urban efficiency. They agree with criteria and chooses below provincial settlement system and with the suggestions related to the TMP’s foresighted expansion areas: 

· first strategy is related to buildings localisation according to the territorial and environmental preservation;

· second strategy is related to land consumption minimisation: reduction of widespread edification phenomena and sustaining less fragmented urban typologies;

· third strategy is related to manage the building growth process aimed to functional re-qualification of empty and fringe urban area to achieve a better definition of urban edge and minimising the fragmentation of farmlands.

The role of middle size urban centres

The middle demographic density and the diffusion of urban centres are the characteristics of this area. In the Province there are 19 Municipalities of middle size (from 3.000 to 15.000 inhabitants) that in the last ten year have increased their importance in demographic growth term both relatively Cremona and small size centres. 

The dynamic of urbanisation and demographic density are higher in the Municipalities neighbour Milan: this suggests the different impact of diffusive processes derived form the big Milan metropolitan area and the scarcely Cremona’s attractive strength. 

The spread of housing and its consequences on transport movements of the population

All three districts: Cremona, Crema e Casalmaggiore, have developed relevant urban activities in the last tens years. The data of the following tabs show that the urbanised area doesn’t get 6% of total territorial area, but the trend of building is oriented to the urban sprawl. In fact, the comparison between fragmentation index and foresight settlement capacity, as provided in the existing Master Plans (MP), shows that in the municipalities with high prevision of building expansion there is less compact edifying growth.

The settlement structure have had a widespread expansion, and now a day involves in more than proportional way the agricultural districts of Cremona and Casalmaggiore: the effect is a growing sprawl and an increasing circulation of private cars. There are also other critical aspects of public transport: low quality of railway services, low interchange connection road-rail for people and goods and low loop relationships between smaller centres of every district.

Table 2. Dynamics of the provincial urbanised area

Districts 
Increase of urbanised area (values in ha)
% Urbanised area/
Total area
% increase of index urb.area/total area


1982-1994
1994-MP
1982


1994
MP
1982-1994
1994-MP

Crema
597

598

74

1.269
1.100

1.465

704

3.269
6,4
7,5
9,4
16
26

Cremona
598
1.465
4,8
5,5
7,3
15
32

Casalmaggiore
74
704
4,2
4,4
6,3
5
44

Province
1.269
3.269
5,2
5,9
7,8
14
31

Source: Provincial Master Plan

Table 3. Fragmentation index and district settlement capacity 

Districts
Fragmentation Index*
Master PlanS


1982
1994
Master Plans
Population 1996
Settlement capacity
% Future growth 

Crema
0,399
0,420
0,492
141.251
223.951
59

Cremona
0,402
0,396
0,494
153.612
258.316
68

Casalalmaggiore
0,353
0,342
0,489
36.539
76.173
108

Province
0,384
0,386
0,492
331.402
558.440
69

*Fragmentation index: ratio between the perimeter of actual urbanised centres and the perimeter of theoretical circle with the same surface of the centre: value 1 means a perfectly compact shape, values near 0 show high dispersion

The Cremona’s productive structure shows a substantial homogeneity with regional average, with some characteristics related to grater importance of agriculture (specialisation index: S.I. = 4,34), of agro-industrial complex (S.I. = 4,22) and smaller role of business services (S.I. = 0,55). In the past, the Master Plans of all the Municipalities have foresighted noticeable expansion in terms of industrial and craft settlement area, and now about 41% of these areas is unused but binding to this use and, in many cases, urbanised with all the needed services.

3.2. DIVERSIFICATION OF THE ECONOMY IN A WIDER RURAL-URBAN CONTEXT
Relocation of the industrial system

Most of settlement foresights are located near the main communication roads; anyhow, some of these are located in not advisable place like some river sites and others with problematic morphological characteristics. Although this situation represent the tendency to achieve new industrial settlement aiming to provincial employment sustain – through the diversification of productive system – sometimes it began an excessive phenomena that territorial and social-economic planning try to reduce to avoid the sprawl in rural area, that can subsist with primary activities.

A logistic waterage sector have been develop  in connection to the Cremona Harbour on the Po River. A channel is also connected to the Harbour and in a next future it will be completed to connect the Milan Metropolitan Area. Anyway, till to now industrial settlements exist along his course and others are expected.

Now a day, the economic and social operators, with the support of the local Chamber of Commerce, are organising a special Agency (Reindustria S.c.r.l.) by which sign and realise an ‘Area Agreement’, a juridical instrument recently introduced in the Italian Legislation, to contrast the de-industrialisation process. The Agreement is defined like an “operative instrument aimed to the creation of favourable environment to entrepreneurship and to job-creation”.
Chamber of Commerce operates in efficient way on the territory not only with Reindustria S.c.r.l., but also with another structure, so called ‘Servimpresa’, producing business services. It operates in the following fields:

· sustain new firms creation, supplying services trough ‘New Firms Point’;

· assist new firms in public financial collect and in managerial training;

· valorise the commercialisation of typical products, sustaining development and quality control.

The wide participation of institutional, economic and social actors to define the TMP’s chooses has generating the necessary agree to the effective co-ordination of the numerous plans, by which the TMP’s issues can be realised:

· reduction of building expansion;

· reutilization of disused industrial areas; 

· localisation of industrial activities in areas respecting of the ecological characteristics of the territory and infrastructure networks too. 

Services complementary between city and countryside

The City of Cremona, main town of the Province, ranks the second level in the regional urban hierarchy. Milan, the capital city of the Lombardy region offers the high rank services and Cremona the intermediate area. Specialised and targeted services are supplied to the territory offered: Technical and High Schools for Agriculture and Agro-Industrial Complex; Advisory Services, Chambre of Commerce, Development Area Agency, Advanced Institute of Music. The network of services is reinforced by a good efficiency of the co-operative organisations.

Territorial services endowment is equilibrated in urban and rural space and their accessibility doesn’t represent a problem. Specialised services related to economy and territory are concentrated in the central city, Cremona, where there are the headquarters of the main economic organisations of workers, entrepreneurs, public institutions as Chamber of Commerce, Professional and Training Schools. University, moreover, organised courses in Information Technologies and a Master course in agro-food industries. This educational reality, although addressed to national demand, is strategic to the development needs of local agro-food industry, which benefit on production quality level.

The new Provincial Territorial Master Plan provide a new deal to restrain location disorder tendency. The document lists the needs in terms of infrastructures and suitable services necessary to territorial sustainable development and shows operative modalities based on the co-operation among the Municipalities. 

In fact, TMP identifies 21 groups of Municipalities, named as “Inter-Municipalities Co-ordination Areas” (ACI), constituted by an urban polarity and a connected network of villages, where is possible find effective and efficient solutions to produce public services and infrastructures. 

ACI’s issues were defined on the basis of Municipalities suggestions and of others social-economic elements, like:

· existence of associative forms and institutional (and non institutional ) agreement between Municipalities, oriented to locate inter-Municipalities industrial poles, sanitary and other social and instruction services locations;

· presence of at least one Municipality with a satisfactory supply of population basic services;

· existence of urban relationships and linking infrastructure between involved centres.

Diversification of the productive system based on comparative endogenous advantages and strategies of diversifying regional economic base, namely tourism

In this area there is not a real industrial vocation; the most important diversification of the productive system is composed by small and medium size enterprises, mainly related to industrial processing of agricultural products. 

Cremona has the most relevant diffusion of tourist services and supply of services attending to artistic and cultural resources of the city and the countryside. This involves the use of agricultural productive structures and natural heritage, very valuable in the province, even if still scarcely utilised to the family’s activity diversification.

3.3. TERRITORIAL IMPACTS OF AGRICULTURE STRUCTURAL CHANGE 

Marginalisation versus increasing profitability of agriculture and forestry

In the local rural area persist an important agricultural activity, breeding and primary industry. Agro-food industry is relevant too, but it is concentrated in the main cities: Cremona and Crema. The viability of primary activities is confirmed by the stability of the trend of utilised agricultural area (SAU) compared to a lightly decreased dynamics of the others provinces of Lombardy (- 3,5% since 1986 to 1994) and the whole Italy (- 4,2%).

Table 4. Agricultural land use 


1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
Var '97-93

Crops 
69,0
71,3
71,4
71,7
72,3
4,7

Pastures 
7,7
7,1
7,1
6,7
6,7
-12,4

Specialised cultures 
0,5
0,5
0,5
0,5
0,5
-1,7

Utilised agricultural area (SAU)
77,1
78,9
78,9
78,9
79,4
3,0

Forests 
4,1
4,1
4,1
4,1
4,1
0,0

Other area 
3,9
2,1
2,1
2,1
1,6
-59,4

Total agricultural and forests area
85,2
85,2
85,2
85,2
85,2
0,0

Non productive area
14,8
14,8
14,8
14,8
14,8
0,0

Territorial area 
100,0
100,0
100,0
100,0
100,0
0,0

Source: Lombardy Region
About 85% of the territory is cultivated (150.785 hectares in 1997). Prevails crops andpastures. Flowers cultures and nurseries are limited (190 hectare), but with increasing importance; in fact in the last ten years the area destined to this culture has increased (about 150%) and produce an average of 9.000.000 flowers and 1.300.000 trees every year.

In the Province of Cremona there are 7.000 farms (20 hectares average) and highly mechanised (about 16.938 tracks), that develop a modern and profitable agriculture.

Cattle breeding is one of the most important activity of Cremona’ rural economy and produces about the 80% of the value of primary sector. 

Milk production is high (9.273.237 quintal in 1996) and it is the base of the relevant dairy industry, characterised by numerous firms of different size. The most important dairy production is constituted by grana Padano and Provolone (77228 tons on 1996) and have reached a consolidated national and international market. 

Porks breeding is important for the meat industry, which production is widespread exported.
The whole agriculture production show high levels of profitability, the Added Value is nearly double on Italian average (3,6 vs 6,2 million lire per hectare) with a 12% annual increases in the period vs 3,9% of national average. Only in the last years is emerging a tendency to decrease, above all in dairy industry, due to Common Agricultural Policy and to more than proportional increasing of production costs.

Intensification versus extensification of land use (labour and capital per hectar)
In the period 1986-94 Cremona has increased the intensivation of cultures and in terms of head of cows for hectare. The trend is:


Lombardy
Cremona

Cattle
- 5,86
-6,40

Cows
-19,34
8,17

Porks
-11,04
0,66

Avicultural
-11,04
-9,20

The product per employed has increased faster than product per hectare, because employees diminishing and other phenomena linked to:

· vertical integration promoting: a) structural cattle breeding characteristics; b) scale economy on the transformation plants; c) wide diffusion of technical innovations;

· horizontal integration, expressed by the wide diffusion of agricultural co-operation, not only in dairy industry but in vegetable and meat sectors too.

Diversification (pluriactivity) versus specialisation (note the diversification may include extensified forms of land use)

The agriculture positive reality has promoted scale economies, research and productive specialisation. On the other hand, there is a low diversification of agricultural activities both into the farms and in other economical sectors like tourism, craft and environmental services; these last ones could utilise very precious resources existing in the province like a very good channel system for the farmlands water needs, a relevant vegetative habitat and a lot of farmsteads and characteristic villages.

The landscape is favourable to a diversification of agricultural activities in an environmental context that can be also well supported by the possible agro-tourism develop. In this way, it is necessary to consider the ‘Po resource’. The biggest Italian river, in fact, laps this territory and allows the existence of Cremona’s Harbour, but the city hasn’t yet find a real osmosis with this natural heritage and lives an unjustified ‘separation’ loosing synergetic opportunities.

Till to now the territory has been able to get a relevant instrument supporting agricultural and environmental activities, the “ Master School for Agro-Food System”.

The School is located inward Cremona, linked to neighbouring Piacenza University, is finalised to train managers for local and national agro-industrial systems. It already plays a strategic role in the provincial territory where important agro-food industries are located with primary firms on national and international markets.

Managers qualified in the School are appreciated by the firms and contribute to necessary technical and organisational innovations. Others linked agricultural technical schools constitute a very important training network. In fact, only with such qualified services is now a day possible operate in a competitive market.

3.4. NATURAL HERITAGE: CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

Prevention of land use conflicts on area with natural heritage potentials

The Provincial Administration ought to apply the existing Regional Agricultural Plan, particularly for:

· promote sustainable agricultural diffusion;

· safeguard agricultural territories with high productivity level (cultural specialisation, presence of economically efficient firms, productive basis for agro-industrial systems);

· promote develop of innovative firms with growth possibilities towards new products or new sectors;

· encourage firms co-operation between agricultural and breeding activities;

· promote the integration of agricultural activities into the territories where there are natural and juridical limits to the productivity; 

· encourage agricultural forms with low environmental impact (integrated and biological agriculture) in the problematic areas like urban fringes, with historical rural landscape, naturalistic habitats, and areas with different criticisms. 

Others regional initiatives are related to:

· energy saving;

· management of the irrigation systems;

· disposal breeding sewage.

TMP considers these resources, yet unutilised, like a base to develop some innovative projects:

· realisation of cycle track system, linking urban and rural area;

· recover unused farms into alternative residences for city users;

· realisation into an “ecological network”, of the best existing naturalistic areas.

Preservation of strategic river basin for water supply

One of the point of strength for the stability of the rural areas is a very ancient and functional water supply system. At the same time this infrastructure is basic for the agriculture and represent a good chance for the landscape and the other rural activities. Agritourism, in fact, is increasing.

Cremona Harbour’s valorisation is another strategy to increase  the territorial competitively and realise the transport sustainability too. The infrastructure already exist but it isn’t completely operative, because the waterway Cremona - Milan Metropolitan Area (leading origin and destination place of the Po river potential traffic) is not completed.

In the future, the Harbour, linked with North Italy road and railways networks, will be very active and will transported goods from the whole North-East basin. There will be large economic and environmental impacts, but complete realisation of the Harbour-Waterway Project is necessary at local level also to better insert Cremona in his surrounding.

Renewable energy production

An important instrument to safeguard environmental resource is the ‘Energy Point Network’. It is a no-profit organisation, supported by Lombardy Region, active in the energy saving goals, that are:

· information diffusion on energy and renewable sources rationale use;

· promotion, at urban and provincial level, of energy planning activities;

· promotion activities in industrial energy saving;

· favour the knowledge and access to financial opportunities. 

The activities managed by the Network are:

· energy balance and planning;

· evaluation of new industrial area energy needs;

· building energy certification and analysis;

· manage of training courses;

· collaboration with the firms on thermodynamics problem solving.

Energy Point is located in Cremona, but it operate in the whole provincial territory and it is linked with other similar structures in Italy.

Take advantage from natural spaces for local economy diversification

An existing instrument is named “Ecological Network”, finalised to guarantee a territorial continuity of the strategic naturalistic areas to permit the best condition of local (and regional) development. The ongoing project is oriented to realise functions with different impact: 

· naturalistic: preserving fauna habitat, absorbing carbon-dioxide and increasing bio-diversity;

· protective: stabilising water flows and limiting wind erosion;

· productive: producing woods material;

· tourist: improving nature and landscape human uses;

· sanitary: reducing atmospheric and acoustical pollution effects, specially around the cities.

Ecological Network has a structural referent on wide provincial water system mainly constitute by the Po River affluents and by an historical irrigation system. The realisation of the Harbour-Channel will complete the provincial ecological network in the Cremona suburbans too, where there are problematic interclosed and deteriorated rural-urban areas.

3.5. CULTURAL HERITAGE: CULTURE IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES
Rural urban linkage: culture and nature

The arguments above developed suggest that in the second half of ’90 in Cremona province is growing an innovative cultural trends about territory and environment manage. The local initiatives have done a rational and complete planning highlighting characterised by the following procedures and characteristics:

· province receive and co-ordinate the plans both from below institutional subjects (Municipalities), both from upper subjects: Region, Nation, European Union; so Cremona Provincial Administration constitute a real Planning Intermediate Board (in Italy this is a disputed argument); 

· the derived territorial and economic Plans, represent a good discussed and practicable arrangement;

· long term sustainability is completely internalised; this means that the economic plans are compatible with territory and environment, and urban-rural relationships have done compatible.

Rural urban linkage: merging material and immaterial assets

In this area is pursuing a settlement model characterised by land use minimisation considering, on the one hand, the urban polarity and the infrastructure networks and, on the other hand, natural heritage resources, widely presents both in rural and in urban area.

Table 5. Urban – Rural system externalities 

EXTERNALITIES 
URBAN
RURAL

POSITIVE


*agglomeration economies

*advanced services supply 

*new activities creation 

*innovative processes 
*territorial hydro-geological safeguard

*contribution to water and hair purification

*landscape and environment productions

*territory human presidium

NEGATIVE


*water and hair pollutions

*industrial and urban waste material export 

*interference in infrastructure and agriculture network 
*wet area destruction 

*water table and land pollutions

*land erosion

*bio-diversity reduction

The rural-urban co-operation, finally, improves specially by: 

· growth of services accessibility for the whole population (territorial equity); it means that this goal plays also a positive effect to urban re-use (Provincial Viability Plan, Inter-Municipalities Co ordination Area Project);

· diminishing urban-migration needs: an environmental develop of rural activities promote a demographic stabilisation (Ecological Network Project, Cycle Track Network Project);

· finishing water-way system: it will reduce goods transport costs and car pollution (Harbour Project and Cremona – Milano Waterway).

Externalities picture (Table n°5) can be improved towards an optimum convergence point between negative minimisation and positive maximisation of the considered externalities. Particularly, the rural area can count on its agriculture traditional productions and also on growing demand of the environmental services.

The role of urban centre

The city of Cremona is the cultural capital of this area with important historic monuments, like churches museums and theatres and the Municipality plays an active role in the territorial management. 

Now a day, the growth of urban centre is realised overall by re-use, re-qualification and urban quality and no more by wide expansion projects. To pursue this goals the Local Administration is working to change the Master Plan, according to the Territorial Master Plan of the Province.

3.6 LOCAL ADMINISTRATION: PROSPECT FOR CO-OPERATION BETWEEN RURAL AND URBAN AUTHORITIES

Public actors decided to dedicate more attention to localisation problems, safeguarding natural resources and looking for their better utilisation, aimed to compatible endogenous development.

The Territorial Master Plan develops a new planning culture, deriving to high participation of the communities. The Provincial Administration operates like a co-ordination moments of sector policies, defining the necessary infrastructure too; and plays an intermediate role of between Region and Municipalities 

Actually, the Territorial Master Plan is adopted by the Provincial Administration and executed in many parts, or sectors, like presented in the following table n°6.

Table 6. Planning instruments of Cremona Province

PROVINCIAL VIABILIY PLAN
Planning instrument aimed to: 
· locate infrastructure network to link urban polarities with sorrounding settlement;
· adopt solutions to reduce infrastructure environmental impacts;
· prepare a project to realise a provincial cycle tracks, to integrate with roadways;

TRANSPORT PLAN
Instrument to organise transport services that:

· Realise a public transport service integrated and co-ordinated to mobility needs;

· Favour on minimising energy consumption solutions and environmental impact

MINING PLAN
Instruments to support the better localisation of mining and to reuse of quarry areas

DISPOSAL OF WASTE          MATERIAL PLAN
Instrument that:

· find settlement solution compatible with territorial reality;

· favour reuse of dump area;

· settle environmental impact control systems

WATER RECLAMATION PLAN
Instrument finalised to consent diversified water uses, to guarantee quality and quantity and to foreseen by pollution

TOURISM PLAN
Instrument finalised to:

· improve and diversify touristic supply coherently with landscape and environmental resources, exploiting local identities;

· promote tourist activity functionally to cultural heritage recover; 

· promote synergetic activities with the agricultural ones, to develop new tourist supplies;

· favour tourism forms integrated and functional to the development of agricultural activities

INDUSTRIAL PLAN
Instrument aimed to:

· reutilize disused real estate in favour of new localisation;

· verify the compatibility of locations;

· co-ordinate locations with services and infrastructure systems;

· provide environment safeguard forms from industrial pollution;

· concentrate activities in few poles, distributed in equilibrated way on the territory

ENERGY PLAN 
Instrument aimed to utilising energy saving technologies and reduce car traffic with co-ordinated interventions on mobility system 

FINAL SUMMARY


Problems, strangles and threats
Potentialities and opportunities
Contribution of different actors
New options and implications of policies and instruments

3.1 Settlement structure and accessibility to infrastructures 
* Low quality of railway services,

* insufficient  availability of road connecting to Milan,

* increasing circulation of private cars.
* Commercial transport on Po River,

* co-operation between Municipalities,

* expansion of industrial and craft activities.
* Central and Local Administration
* Develop infrastructure network services,

* restrain location disorder tendency

3.2.Diversification of the economy in a wider rural-urban context


* Sometime an industrial sprawl in rural area,

* low diversification of productive structure.
* A logistic waterage sector,

* new employment opportunities,

* exploitation of tourism resource: cultural patrimony gastronomy handcraft…
* Province Administration,

* Chamber of Commerce,

* enterprises and other private actors
* Industrial settlement are foresighted near the main communication road,

* promote  tourism forms integrated  with agricultural activities,

* co-ordinate locations with services and infrastructure systems.

3.3. Territorial impacts of agricultural structural change 
* Increase of agriculture production costs,

* less labour per hectare is demanded (because of mechanisation),

* low diversification of agricultural activities.


* Improve the export performance for agro-food industry products ,

* increase exploitation of vertical and horizontal integration of agriculture activities,

* exploit  alternative forms of  land use
* Province Administration is working to Agriculture Plan, according to Regional disposal


* Encourage agricultural forms with low environmental impact (integrated and biological agriculture)



3.4 Natural heritage: conservation and development
* Presence of interclosed and deteriorated rural-urban areas, 

* industrial pollution
* Exploitation of widespread natural heritage,

* functional water supply system
* Central and local  Administration,

* Local Agency of the Chamber of Commerce, 

* enterprises and other private agents
* Recovering unused farms into alternative residences for city users,

* realisation of cycle track system

3.5 Cultural heritage: in economic development strategies
* Minimisation of negative urban external externalities 
* Promote rural-urban cooperation
* Local and Regional Administrations 
* Restructure and re-use of the city centres

3.6 Local administration: prospect for co-operation between rural and urban authorities
* Territorial sprawl, 

* low accessibility to  services


* Wide participation to the construction of the Territorial Planning
* Municipalities, Chamber of Commerce, Worker and Entrepreneurs Organisations.
* Area Agreement for re-industrialisation

* sectorial and territorial Plans (see tab.6).

� EMBED PBrush  ���











12
13

[image: image2.png]


_999345431

