B. Diversifying the economy using new techniques in communications and information : the example of  Parthenay as a “ digital town ” 
Themes addressed : 2.3.2. and 2.3.6

Type of partnership : 

Cette étude de cas fait référence à un partenariat type urbain / rural entre une petite ville: Parthenay et ses communes rurales environnantes.

Identification :

NAME : Parthenay, as a digital town

NUTE LEVEL : NUTE 4

TOTAL POPULATION : 



12 000 habitants (RPC 1997)
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(sources:  RP 75,82,90)

POPULATION BY AGE STRUCTURE 


-20 ans 

23.1%

20 à 39 ans

28.4%

40 à 59 ans

23.6%

+60 ans

24.9 %



(source RP 90)

ACTIVE POPULATION BY ACTIVE SECTOR : no data available

REGIONAL FUNCTIONALITY / PRODUCTIVE SPECIALIZATION

Le district de Parthenay est spécialisé dans trois secteurs d’activités : la mécanique, la transformation des productions agricoles et la distribution. Dans ce sens les trois secteurs d’activités : primaire, secondaire et tertiaire sont représentés.

TYPE OF POLITICAL-ADMINISTRATION AND MAIN POWERS :

Le district de Parthenay est une structure intercommunale à fiscalité propre existant depuis le 1/01/73 regroupant quatre communes Parthenay, Chatillon-sur-Thouet, Pompaire et Le Tallud, soit 18 000 habitants répartis sur 5766 hectares.

MAIN ACTORS AND PROCESS OF DEVELOPMENT :

L’exemple de Parthenay est particulièrement intéressant du point de vue de son tissu d’acteurs : élus locaux, communes, Départements, Régions, Etat, Europe, entreprises, industriels, grands groupes.

DEVELOPMENT MODEL

Deux types de modèles de développement sont relatés dans l’étude de cas qui va suivre :

- le premier fait référence à une politique de développement local par les NTIC

- le second est un programme européen expérimental
CASE STUDIE

The new technologies of data transfer are playing an increasingly important rôle in the economic, social and cultural world.  They can abolish distances and speed the rate of data processing. They completely change exchanges of all kinds, the creation of wealth and social relationships and are not without effect on the organisation of regions.

The local context : 

Between Poitiers and the Vendeen coast, Parthenay, administrative centre of the department of the Deux-Sèvres, is the historical capital of a rural micro region of 64,000 inhabitants : the Gâtine.

In the centre of the Gâtine, Parthenay is a small town in a rural area which counts 12,000 inhabitants and which has developed its industrial base from a tradition in iron working and engineering.

The economic crisis of the 1970s affected it in the same way as other small towns in rural areas. Parthenay and the Gâtine were sufficiently strongly affected by the industrial crisis that local people invented new forms of local development. These new forms have lead to a political project which will, little by little, be put together with reference to citizenship, founded on the use of creativity and the accepting of responsibility by local players. 

Created by a by-law dated 5 December 1972, the District of Parthenay was set up on the first of January 1973. It consists of the communities of Châtillon-sur-Thouet, Le Tallud, Parthenay and Pompaire. Bringing together 18,000 inhabitants, it covers an area of 5,766 hectares.

Parthenay in the heart of the district is the scene of different forms of partnership : firstly between the central commune (administrative district), and the other three communes in the district; secondly between the public sector and the private sector (businesses, industrialists and major groups) and finally between the hierarchy of different levels of government (Department, Region, State, Europe)

Parthenay, ‘digital town’

Parthenay is currently the site of a range of co-ordinated experiments to put into use and study the installation of a networked way of communicating in connection with the process of local growth. The ambition of the project "Digital towns" launched by Parthenay (with three other European towns : Casale-Monferrato, Torgau and Weinstadt, European industrialists and social science researchers) is to start from an existing "social fabric" to see how the population can become the ‘co-inventors’ of new multimedia services. 

The ambitions of the local authorities in connection with their project ‘digital town’, have, since 1994-1995 been twofold : to transform the citizen consumer into an active citizen and to create a local electronic community in developing it quickly .

Since 1995 the mayor of Parthenay has been endeavouring to create a European consortium in order to try to create an ‘electronic society’ in his town with the encouragement of the European Commission. After some preliminary work, to look at the relevance of the project, the first programme was the programme METESA (Multimedia European Experimental Towns with a Social-pull approach) which has allowed the analysis of the local people’s wishes concerning information and communication technology. It was rapidly followed by the programme MIND ( Multimedia Initiation of the Digital towns) which ended in July 1997 having permitted the quick testing of certain technological systems, which in itself has been followed since 1998 by a more-ambitious three-year programme: the programme IMAGINE of the DG XIII. IMAGINE wants to benefit local development thanks to the creation of multimedia services, to give a more active rôle of contributor and creator of content to local people (individuals, associations or businesses), and to test the selected applications on a life-size scale.

Several initiatives of the town of Parthenay such as the BBS, the local publishing team,  Siemens terminals, the Philips CD interactive TV, the ‘Digital Areas’, the In Town Net or the operation ‘A Thousand Microphones’, are all notably original ideas which are designed to help cement the ‘digital town’ scheme in Parthenay.
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