2-3-5 Cultural Heritage : culture as part of the strategy for economic development

Jazz in Marciac

Themes addressed : 2.3.5 and 2.3.2

Type of partnership : 

Cette étude de cas fait référence à un partenariat type urbain / rural entre une petite ville: Marciac et ses communes rurales environnantes.

IDENTIFICATION 

NAME :  Jazz in Marciac

NUTE LEVEL : NUTE 5

TOTAL POPULATION 




12 110 habitants (RPC 1997)

POPULATION BY AGE STRUCTURE 

- 20 ans 

19.4 %

20 à 39 ans

24.1 %

40 à 59 ans 

22.2 %

+60 ans 

34.2 %

ACTIVE POPULATION BY ACTIVE SECTOR : no data available

REGIONAL FUNCTIONALITY / PRODUCTIVE SPEZIALISATION 

Agriculture et services.

TYPE OF POLITICAL-ADMINISTRATION AND MAIN POWERS

MAIN ACTORS AND PROCESS OF DEVELOPMENT

Outre la présence des élus locaux, du département du Gers, de la Région Midi-Pyrénées et de l’Etat dans la mise en oeuvre du projet; Jazz in Marciac doit sa réussite à la forte mobilisation de bénévoles et de musiciens.

DEVELOPMENT MODEL

- Politique publique d’action culturelle

- Opération Site Majeur

CASE STUDIE

In 1978 the first “ Jazz in Marciac ” festival took place, in the heart of Gascony, in a rural community of 1211 inhabitants. After running for 20 years, Jazz in Marciac has become a cultural event of considerable importance both in the department of Gers and also the Midi-Pyrénées Region. This festival takes an active part in the regional cultural development in so far as it creates a meeting between an art form which comes from outside the local area, and a high degree of involvement from a large part of the local population. 

Born from a meeting between jazz fans, the festival has continually increased its audiences:    (40,000 visitors in 1989, 70,000 in 1995 – 18,000 taking part in the concerts in 89, 30,000 paying entries in 95) and widened the geographical origin of its public. Even if the majority of the clients come from the south-west of France, the presence of numerous other Europeans and Americans is noticeable. 

Jazz in Marciac is today trying to move to a wider cultural basis than that presented by an annual event. The festival is now seeking to develop an ongoing dynamic with complementary or derived activities throughout the year. The effort began 14 years ago with out of season concerts. Marciac has created a permanent home for jazz : ‘the jazz space’, a museum dedicated to the history of jazz. In September 1993, the secondary school in Marciac opened a daily workshop giving an hour’s initiation in jazz for 11 year olds upwards. 

Jazz in Marciac has an associative management and operating system. The festival is anchored on certain values : conviviality, solidarity, values upheld by volunteers.

Marciac’s cultural project fits into a perspective of local development, within a logic of self-sufficiency. It has a desire to engrave the initiative in the area by creating a range of attractive events, from which local participants can benefit.

How to introduce culture into the policies of local development is an important concern for the French government. The public policies concerning cultural actions are seen in the field of regional development, by the integration of culture in economic and social development.

The deciding factor is the tourist dimension of the event. The tourist challenge and the repercussions structure the development of the cultural project from the inside. This project thus has a double function :

· to be a way of fighting against the rural exodus, a way of saving the economy of a zone in a wider rural context ;

· to be a tool in the production of services.

The cultural event contributes to the promotion of products, projects and local businesses. It also acts as a way of making the area better known. 

The deeper study will concentrate on several indicators allowing the measuring of the impact of the festival on the community, the region and even the department. For that the analysis of the evolution of the population, its projects and its services seems interesting.
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