Case Study 2:
Cambridgeshire, Leicestershire and Northamptonshire

Government
The case study area comprises three counties, where a two-tier system of local government operates in most parts. There are however now unitary authorities in some parts of Cambridgeshire and Leicestershire. Leicester and Rutland have had unitary authority status since April 1997, and Peterborough has had unitary authority status since 1998. Other parts of the three counties operate under the two-tier system of local government.

The Government Office for the East Midlands (GOEM) is responsible for preparing regional planning guidance for Leicestershire and Northamptonshire. Regional Planning Guidance note 8 (RPG8) was issued in March 1994 for the period 1991-2011. As the 1992-based household projections suggested only moderate increases in new households for the region, the Secretary of State decided in January 1997 not to proceed with an interim review of the housing provision figures, preferring to wait until the full review and roll forward to 2016. The full review is currently taking place.

The Government Office for the East of England (GOEE) is responsible for preparing regional planning guidance for Cambridgeshire. Regional Planning Guidance for East Anglia (RPG6) was issued in July 1991 for the period 1986-2006. SCEALA reviewed the regional strategy and submitted advice to the Secretary of State in September 1997. GOEE issued draft guidance for consultation in 1998, rolling forward the housing period from 2006 to 2016.

Population
More than 2 million people are resident in this case study area. The population density of the case study area (269 persons per square kilometre) is similar to the UK as a whole (242 persons per square kilometre).

The area is experiencing rapid growth in population, particularly in the authorities in Cambridgeshire. Between 1981 and 1996, the area’s population increased by over 11 per cent – much faster than the UK average (4.3 per cent).

There is a smaller proportion of retired people in the case study area (16.7 per cent of the population) than the UK average (18.1 per cent of the population).

Housing
The rate of house-building per head of population around Cambridge is higher than most other areas in the country.

The proportion of owner-occupiers is higher than most other parts of the country.

House prices in Cambridgeshire are well above the national average, whereas house prices in the East Midlands are below average.

Labour Market
The proportion of research and development employment around Cambridge is much higher than most other parts of the country. Expenditure on research and development in the East of England in 1996 accounted for 3.5 per cent of the gross domestic product – a higher proportion than in any other region.

The traditional rural and urban sectors are important to the Cambridgeshire economy (e.g. agriculture, food processing, financial and business services) but newer sectors are also important (e.g. biotechnology).

Employment in the manufacturing sector is high in this area, particularly in Leicestershire.

Regional Development
Two agencies are responsible for regional development in the case study area: East of England Development Agency and the East Midlands Development Agency.

Parts of north Cambridgeshire (in Fenland District) are eligible for EU Structural Funds under Objective 5b. The area is in receipt of funding from the UK government and the European Community for regional development under the East Anglia Objective 5b Programme. The main priorities of this funding are to support and develop local business, diversify the agricultural and fishing sectors, develop human resources, develop tourism and support research and development and technology transfer.

The north west part of Leicestershire is in receipt of regional development funding under the RECHAR II Community Initiative, which was set up to assist the development of regions heavily affected by the declining coal-mining industry. The main themes covered under this initiative are environmental improvement, the construction of new workplaces, tourism, access to economic activities and vocational training and employment measures.

Other parts of the case study area in Leicestershire and Northamptonshire are in receipt of regional development funding under the RETEX II Community Initiative, which was designed to assist areas previously highly dependent on textile and clothing industries. The main themes covered under this initiative are the improvement of business know-how, technical facilitation to SMEs, development of human resources and environmental improvement.

Transport
More people cycle to work in this area than other parts of the country.

The case study area has a higher level of car ownership per person than the UK average. Of the three counties in the case study area, Cambridgeshire has the highest level of car ownership per person.

Environment
A large proportion of the land in the case study area is used for agricultural purposes. Only 3 per cent of the total area is designated as Green Belt land (261 square kilometres around Cambridge). Neither Leicestershire nor Northamptonshire contain land designated as Green Belt or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).

Urban growth projections for Cambridgeshire, Leicestershire and Northamptonshire between 1991 and 2016 are all well above the national average.

Table 3:
Population in Case Study Area 2 by District


Area (sq km)
Population Density (persons per sq km)
Population (thousands) Total
Total population percentage change 1981-1996
Percentage of population aged under 5
Percentage of population aged 5-15
Percentage of population aged 16 up to pension age
Percentage of population of pension age or over

Leicester UA
73
4,041
295
4.2
7.5
15.8
60.7
16.1

Rutland UA
394
89
35
7.1
5.5
14.6
62.5
17.4

Blaby
130
662
86
10.9
6.5
13.9
63.4
16.3

Charnwood
279
559
156
11.1
5.7
14.0
63.2
17.2

Harborough
593
125
74
20.0
6.1
14.6
62.1
17.2

Hinckley and Bosworth
297
330
98
11.1
6.0
13.6
62.5
17.9

Melton
481
98
47
6.9
6.4
13.7
62.0
18.0

NW Leicestershire
279
301
84
6.5
5.8
14.1
62.1
18.0

Oadby and Wigston
24
2,208
53
0.8
5.7
14.0
61.6
18.7

Corby
80
650
52
-0.8
6.8
16.3
60.6
16.3

Daventry
666
98
65
12.5
6.4
14.4
63.0
16.2

East Northamptonshire
510
139
71
13.5
6.1
14.7
61.6
17.5

Kettering
233
348
81
13.0
6.6
14.1
61.7
17.5

Northampton
81
2,370
192
21.1
6.9
15.2
62.4
15.5

S. Northamptonshire
634
118
75
16.5
6.2
15.3
62.6
16.0

Wellingborough
163
417
68
4.9
6.6
14.8
61.2
17.4

Cambridge
41
2,854
117
15.6
5.3
10.8
68.3
15.6

East Cambridgeshire
655
104
68
25.1
5.9
14.0
61.5
18.6

Fenland
546
145
79
19.1
6.3
13.0
59.0
21.6

Huntingdonshire
923
166
153
22.3
6.9
14.9
64.1
14.1

Peterborough
333
477
159
18.3
7.2
15.5
61.7
15.6

South Cambridgeshire
902
142
128
17.9
6.0
14.4
63.0
16.6

Case Study Area 2
8,317
269
2,236
11.4
6.5
14.5
62.4
16.7

Wales
20,779
141
2,921
3.8
6.1
14.5
59.5
19.9

England
130,422
376
49,089
4.8
6.4
14.1
61.3
18.2

United Kingdom
242,910
242
58,801
4.3
6.4
14.2
61.3
18.1

Table 4:
Employment in Case Study Area 2 by County


Agriculture and fishing
Energy and water
Manufacturing
Construction
Distribution, hotels and restaurants
Transport and communications
Banking, finance and insurance, etc
Public administration,education & health
Other services
Totals

Leicestershire
3,530
6,819
115,221
12,403
78,790
21,951
45,483
81,309
16,067
381,573

Northants
2,442
910
67,818
8,579
58,294
15,838
36,247
49,848
10,808
250,784

Cambridgeshire
6,722
2,359
58,382
8,580
58,144
17,784
54,059
79,864
11,534
297,428

Case Study 2
12,694
10,088
241,421
29,562
195,228
55,573
135,789
211,021
38,409
929,785


1.4%
1.1%
26.0%
3.2%
21.0%
6.0%
14.6%
22.7%
4.1%
100%

Wales
19,540
7,816
212,986
36,149
201,262
41,034
99,654
307,755
42,988
977,000


2.0%
0.8%
21.8%
3.7%
20.6%
4.2%
10.2%
31.5%
4.4%
100%

England
227,988
113,994
3,476,817
645,966
4,312,773
1,139,940
3,457,818
4,692,753
778,959
18,999,000


1.2%
0.6%
18.3%
3.4%
22.7%
6.0%
18.2%
24.7%
4.1%
100%

UK
293,111
135,282
4,103,554
811,692
5,095,622
1,307,726
3,878,084
5,772,032
924,427
22,547,000


1.3%
0.6%
18.2%
3.6%
22.6%
5.8%
17.2%
25.6%
4.1%
100%
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