Case Study 3:
Bristol and South Wales

Government
The case study area comprises 16 recently formed unitary authorities: four in England and 12 in Wales. The four English authorities were created in April 1996 from a two-tier system in the former County of Avon. South Gloucestershire covers the area of two former district councils (Kingswood and Northavon). Bath and North East Somerset was formed by amalgamation of the former authorities of Bath and Wansdyke. North Somerset covers the area previously covered by Woodspring District Authority.

The Government Office for the South West (GOSW) is responsible for preparing regional planning guidance in the four English authorities in the case study area. Regional Planning Guidance note 10 (RPG10) was issued in 1994 for the period 1991-2011. The South West Regional Planning Conference prepared a full review of the guidance in 1998, rolling the guidance forward to 2016. Issue of a revised RPG10 is expected later this year.

From July 1999, the Welsh Assembly has the power to develop and implement policy across Wales in a range of policy areas, including agriculture, ancient monuments and historic buildings, culture, economic development, education and training, the environment, highways, housing, industry, local government, sport and leisure, tourism, regional planning and transport.

Population
2.7 million people are resident in this case study area. The population density of the case study area (559 persons per square kilometre) is twice as high as the UK average (242 persons per square kilometre) and more than four times as high as the Welsh average (141 persons per square kilometre).

More than half of Wales’ population lives in the case study area.

The area experienced lower than average population growth between 1981 and 1996, but there are a few authorities where population growth is particularly high (Monmouthshire, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire – the more rural authorities). Old industrial areas have experienced a decline in population (e.g. Neath, Port Talbot, Merthyr Tydfil and Blaenau Gwent).

The age profile of the residents in this case study area is similar to the UK average.

Housing
The average private sector rent in Wales is lower than any other region.

Labour Market
Employment in the agricultural sector is twice as low as the national average since much of the area is urbanised.

The proportion of employment in the manufacturing sector is high in the areas around Newport and the South Wales valleys north of Cardiff.

Regional Development
Two agencies are responsible for regional development in the case study area: the South West of England Regional Development Agency and the Welsh Development Agency.

Much of south Wales is eligible for EU Structural Funds under Objective 2. The area is in receipt of funding from the UK government and the European Community for regional development under the Industrial South Wales Objective 2 Programme. The main priorities of this funding are to support economic regeneration, provide investment for infrastructure and transport, develop SME potential, increase innovation in SMEs and promote tourism.

Much of south Wales is also in receipt of regional development funding under the RECHAR II Community Initiative, which was set up to assist the development of regions heavily affected by the declining coal-mining industry. The main themes of this initiative in south Wales are providing economic infrastructure in old mining villages, promoting alternative economic activities in these villages, promoting local tourism, providing vocational training and employment and remedying environmental damage caused by coal mining.

The RESIDER II Community Initiative, designed to provide social and economic investment in steel-making areas, provides funding for areas in south and east Wales. The main activities under this programme are promoting and diversifying employment, providing vocational training and employment support and remedying environmental damage caused by steel production. 

The URBAN Community Initiative provides funding for increasing employment in parts of Bristol’s inner city (including Barton Hill, Easton and St Paul’s) under the Bristol Inner City Areas Programme. The Swansea-Townhill programme is another programme under the URBAN Community Initiative aimed at increasing employment.

Transport
People living in Wales, together with those in the South West, rely most on the car for travel. On average, 90 per cent of distance was travelled by car in 1994/96, compared to the national average of 84 per cent.

The case study area has a lower level of car ownership per person than the UK average, although car ownership in the old county of Avon is significantly higher than the national average.

Environment
Almost half of the total area of the old county of Avon is designated Green Belt land (670 square kilometres). Areas of outstanding natural beauty (AONB) cover 206 square kilometres (142 square kilometres of AONB are outside the Green Belt).

Urban growth projections for the old county of Avon between 1991 and 2016 are close to the national average.

Table 5:
Population in Case Study Area 3 by District


Area (sq km)
Population Density (persons per sq km)
Population (thousands) Total
Total population percentage change 1981-1996
Percentage of population aged under 5
Percentage of population aged 5-15
Percentage of population aged 16 up to pension age
Percentage of population of pension age or over

Swansea
378
608
230
0.4
5.7
13.9
59.8
20.5

Neath Port Talbot
442
314
139
-2.3
6.0
14.3
58.7
21.0

Bridgend
246
528
130
3.0
6.3
14.4
60.1
19.2

The Vale of Glamorgan
335
355
119
5.4
6.3
15.3
59.2
19.2

Cardiff
140
2,250
315
9.8
6.8
14.9
61.0
17.3

Rhondda, Cynon, Taff
424
566
240
0.7
6.1
15.0
60.7
18.2

Merthyr Tydfil
111
523
58
-4.0
6.8
16.2
58.4
18.6

Caerphilly
278
608
169
-1.5
6.7
15.6
60.1
17.6

Blaenau Gwent
109
670
73
-3.6
6.6
14.9
59.0
19.5

Torfaen
126
714
90
-0.2
6.8
15.0
59.7
18.5

Monmouthshire
850
102
87
13.4
5.6
14.1
60.3
20.1

Newport
190
721
137
3.3
6.7
15.5
59.1
18.7

Bath & NE Somerset
351
470
165
2.0
5.4
12.7
60.7
21.2

Bristol 
110
3,636
400
-0.4
6.4
13.4
62.5
17.7

North Somerset 
375
493
185
13.8
5.4
13.5
59.4
21.7

South Gloucestershire
497
473
235
15.7
6.9
13.7
63.3
16.1

Case Study Area 3
4,962
559
2,772
3.6
6.3
14.3
60.6
18.8

Wales
20,779
141
2,921
3.8
6.1
14.5
59.5
19.9

England
130,422
376
49,089
4.8
6.4
14.1
61.3
18.2

United Kingdom
242,910
242
58,801
4.3
6.4
14.2
61.3
18.1

Table 6:
Employment in Case Study Area 3 by County


Agriculture and fishing
Energy and water
Manufacturing
Construction
Distribution, hotels and restaurants
Transport and communications
Banking, finance and insurance, etc
Public administration,education & health
Other services
Totals

Avon
3,087
3,506
60,757
14,518
93,081
27,638
96,194
114,362
19,460
432,603

Gwent
1,701
723
47,302
5,642
29,326
7,738
13,936
47,321
6,816
160,505

S. Glamorgan
670
1,897
22,008
6,840
36,905
10,307
31,276
60,656
12,501
183,060

Mid Glamorgan
1,133
1,865
50,717
6,540
28,598
4,808
12,785
42,165
7,403
156,014

W. Glamorgan
994
1,558
24,094
4,344
26,009
5,641
14,070
39,463
5,122
121,295

Case Study 3
7,585
9,549
204,878
37,884
213,919
56,132
168,261
303,967
51,302
1,053,477


0.7%
0.9%
19.4%
3.6%
20.3%
5.3%
16.0%
28.9%
4.9%
100%

Wales
19,540
7,816
212,986
36,149
201,262
41,034
99,654
307,755
42,988
977,000


2.0%
0.8%
21.8%
3.7%
20.6%
4.2%
10.2%
31.5%
4.4%
100%

England
227,988
113,994
3,476,817
645,966
4,312,773
1,139,940
3,457,818
4,692,753
778,959
18,999,000


1.2%
0.6%
18.3%
3.4%
22.7%
6.0%
18.2%
24.7%
4.1%
100%

UK
293,111
135,282
4,103,554
811,692
5,095,622
1,307,726
3,878,084
5,772,032
924,427
22,547,000


1.3%
0.6%
18.2%
3.6%
22.6%
5.8%
17.2%
25.6%
4.1%
100%
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