STUDY PROGRAMME ON THE EUROPEAN SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT PERSPECTIVE

2.3. Selection of issues relevant to a rural-urban partnership.

ITALY

Selected Case studies:

Milan metropolitan area

Cremona province

The Jubilee Itineraries

The Occitan Space

Case studies: ITALY

REGIONS

MAIN ISSUES

Metropoli-tan
Polycen-tric urban
Urbanised rural areas 

(acessible rural)
Rural 

(deep rural)
Peripheral

3.1 Settlement structure and accessibility to infrastructures







The evaluation of the effects of rapid transport routes on the siting of different activities, either by a concentration at the intersection of routes, or by a spread from or attraction to the towns







The role of middle size urban centres





Cremona



The spread of housing and its consequences on the transport movements of the population.

Milan





Listing the costs of sub-urbanisation.



Milan





3.2.Diversification of the economy in a wider rural-urban context 







Relocation of the industrial system









Services complementary between city and countryside





Cremona



Diversification of the productive system based on comparative endogenous advantages and strategies of diversifying regional economic base, namely tourism







New opportunities on communication technologies









3.3.







Marginalisation versus increasing profitability of agriculture and forestry.



Cremona



Intensification versus extensification of land use (labour and capital per hectare)



Cremona



Diversification (pluriactivity) versus specialisation (note that diversification may include extensified forms of land use).



Cremona



3.4 Natural heritage: conservation and development







Prevention of land use conflicts on areas with natural heritage potentials



Milano

Cremona



Preservation of strategic river basins for water supply (as a way to guarantee potable water for human consumption)



Cremona



Renewable energy production 









Take advantage from natural spaces for local economy diversification



Milano





Fight against erosion (climate and anthropic)









Coastal planning









3.5 Cultural heritage: culture in economic development strategies







Valorisation of peripherality









The rural-urban linkage: merging culture and nature







Espasi

Ousitan

(Turin)

The rural-urban linkage: merging material and immaterial assets







Espasi

Ousitan

(Turin)

The urban network lingage: building inter-urban itineraries





Jubilee

itineraries
Jubilee

itineraries
Espasi

Ousitan,

Jub. Itin.

2.3.6 Local administration: prospect for co-operation between rural and urban authorities







Settlement structure 







Planning culture



Milano

Cremona



co-operation for the conservation and development of the natural heritage







1.   Case Study : Province of MILAN (Regione Lombardia - Italia)
1.1. Matrix of themes

REGIONS

MAIN ISSUES

Metropoli-tan
Polycen-tric urban
Urbanised rural areas 

(acessible rural)
Rural 

(deep rural)
Peripheral

3.1 Settlement structure and accessibility to infrastructures







The evaluation of the effects of rapid transport routes on the siting of different activities, either by a concentration at the intersection of routes, or by a spread from or attraction to the towns







The role of middle size urban centres









The spread of housing and its consequences on the transport movements of the population.

X





Listing the costs of sub-urbanisation.



X





3.2.Diversification of the economy in a wider rural-urban context 







Relocation of the industrial system









Services complementary between city and countryside









Diversification of the productive system based on comparative endogenous advantages and strategies of diversifying regional economic base, namely tourism







New opportunities on communication technologies









3.3.







Marginalisation versus increasing profitability of agriculture and forestry.








Intensification versus extensification of land use (labour and capital per hectare)







Diversification (pluriactivity) versus specialisation (note that diversification may include extensified forms of land use).







3.4 Natural heritage: conservation and development







Prevention of land use conflicts on areas with natural heritage potentials



X





Preservation of strategic river basins for water supply (as a way to guarantee potable water for human consumption)







Renewable energy production 









Take advantage from natural spaces for local economy diversification



X





Fight against erosion (climate and anthropic)







Coastal planning







3.5 Cultural heritage: culture in economic development strategies







Valorisation of peripherality









The rural-urban linkage: merging culture and nature









The rural-urban linkage: merging material and immaterial assets









The urban network lingage: building inter-urban itineraries









2.3.6 Local administration: prospect for co-operation between rural and urban authorities







settlement structure 









planning culture



X





co-operation for the conservation and development of the natural heritage









1.2. General Data

1
Name
MILAN

Source

2
Nuts
Province 



3
Nuts level
3



4
Total population
3.922.710

ISTAT, 1991

5
PIB/capita
29.06 (milion lira)

Tagliacarne, 1992

6
% of pop. With higher education:


ISTAT, 1991


      - high school
23.4




      - degree
5.2



7
Population by age structure:


ISTAT, 1991


   - Indice vecchiaia*
115.0




   - Indice di dipendenza**
35.2

I

8
Active population by sector

%
ISTAT, 1991


          I-Agricolture
14.197
0.8



          II- Industry
685.754
39.5



          III Other sectors
1.036.735
59.7



          Total
1.736.686



9
Number of cars/1000 inhabitants
620.24

Automobil Club, 1993

10
CO2 emmisions (centr.tot) 
6



11
Regional functionality/productive specialization
- Financial Directional,

- IT

- Headquarter

InfoCamere, 1998

12
Type of political-adm. And main powers
Provincial government 



13
Identification of main actors 
- Municipality of Milan

- Provincial government

- P/P Partnership



14
Development model
----------



15
Map / figure 
See figure 1.



* % ratio population >65 years and population <14 years

** % ratio population in non workable age (>65 years and < 15 yeras) and population in workable age (15-64 years)

1.3. Justification of the relevance of the selected case.

The Milan province is a typical case of a metropolitan area in which land use contrasts are huge between: urbanisation sprawling from the central city, green spaces, bottom-up development processes originating by local industrial districts (e.g.: southern Brianza with furniture industry, north-western textiles district, north-eastern hi-tech district).

A first attempt to measure the collective costs linked to different settlement morphologies was undertaken by the Miulan group at Politecnico; some early results will be presented.

While the northern part of the metro area is already almost completely filled by urbanisation, the southern part maintains a polycentric pattern that is at present confirmed and defended by recent planning documents. The constitution of an agricultural park in the southern part of the metro area, with form of direct participation of the populations, and of a natural park in the western part, along the river Ticino represent relevant cases of planning innovations addressed towards rural-urban equilibrium in a metro area.
2. Case Study  : Province of CREMONA (Regione Lombardia - Italia)

2.1. Matrix of themes

REGIONS

MAIN ISSUES

Metropoli-tan
Polycen-tric urban
Urbanised rural areas

(acessible rural)
Rural 

(deep rural)
Peripheral

3.1 Settlement structure and accessibility to infrastructures







The evaluation of the effects of rapid transport routes on the siting of different activities, either by a concentration at the intersection of routes, or by a spread from or attraction to the towns







The role of middle size urban centres





X



The spread of housing and its consequences on the transport movements of the population.







Listing the costs of sub-urbanisation.







3.2.Diversification of the economy in a wider rural-urban context 







Relocation of the industrial system









Services complementary between city and countryside





X



Diversification of the productive system based on comparative endogenous advantages and strategies of diversifying regional economic base, namely tourism







New opportunities on communication technologies







3.3.







Marginalisation versus increasing profitability of agriculture and forestry.




X



Intensification versus extensification of land use (labour and capital per hectare)



X



Diversification (pluriactivity) versus specialisation (note that diversification may include extensified forms of land use).



X



3.4 Natural heritage: conservation and development







Prevention of land use conflicts on areas with natural heritage potentials





X



Preservation of strategic river basins for water supply (as a way to guarantee potable water for human consumption)



X



Renewable energy production 









Take advantage from natural spaces for local economy diversification









Fight against erosion (climate and anthropic)









Coastal planning









3.5 Cultural heritage: culture in economic development strategies







Valorisation of peripherality









The rural-urban linkage: merging culture and nature









The rural-urban linkage: merging material and immaterial assets









The urban network lingage: building inter-urban itineraries





Jubilee

Itineraries



2.3.6 Local administration: prospect for co-operation between rural and urban authorities







settlement structure 









planning culture





X



co-operation for the conservation and development of the natural heritage









2.2. General Data

1
Name
CREMONA

Source

2
Nuts
Province 



3
Nuts level
3



4
Total population
327.970

ISTAT, 1991

5
PIB/capita
23.74 (million lira)

Tagliacarne, 1992

6
% of pop. With higher education:


ISTAT, 1991


      - high school
18.5 %




      - degree
3.2 %



7
Population by age structure:


ISTAT, 1991


   - Indice vecchiaia*
146.1




   - Indice di dipendenza**
41.4

I

8
Active population by sector

%
ISTAT, 1991


          I-Agricolture
12.013
8.7



          II- Industry
59.270
43.0



          III Other sectors
66.544
48.3



          Total
137.827



9
Number of cars/1000 inhabitants
651

Automobil Club, 1996

10
CO2 emmisions (centr.tot) 
2



11
Regional functionality/productive specialization
-agri-food industry

-agricultural and zootechnical production

InfoCamere, 1998

12
Type of political-adm. And main powers
Provincial Government 



13
Identification of main actors 
P/P partnership



14
Development model
----------



15
Map / figure 
See figure 1.



* % ratio population >65 years and population <14 years

** % ratio population in non workable age (>65 years and < 15 yeras) and population in workable age (15-64 years)
2.3. Justification of the relevance of the selected case study

The Province of Cremona (Lombardy Region, NW of the country) represents one of the most important agricultural area in Italy in which the strength of the Agricultural Sector is also the strength of the local economic system and a resource against the sprawl phenomena.

Under the first aspect, we can see a increasing, successful integration processes among agriculture and  food industry, overall in the milk and meat productions, but also in the vegetables industry. The second aspect is also relevant for the maintenance of the rural-urban equilibrium in a framework of medium (Cremona and Crema) and small cities. Good accessibility to the Milan centre favours the entire area, is done for the needs of the rural population.

These historical equilibria have been threatened in the recent past, but a good process of planning has been activated four years ago and, recently, the Province Spatial Plan has been adopted by the Provincial Government. The new Plan constitute the main instrument for the co-ordination of the Master Plans of each Municipality. A good design of infrastructures and public services is a tool of the Plan, favouring equilibrated relationships between cities and countryside.

The case study will illustrate the following issues:

2.3.1 – 2.3.2 - The City of Cremona (Main town of the Province) ranks the second level in the regional urban hierarchy. Milan, the capital city of the Lombardy region offers the high rank services and Cremona the intermediate area. Specialised and targeted services are supplied to the territory offered: Technical and High Schools for Agriculture and Agro-Industrial Complex; Advisory Services, Chambre of Commerce, Development Area Agency, Aadvanced Institute if Music. The network of services is reinforced by a good efficiency of the co-operative organisations.

2.3.3 - The Agricultural productions of the Cremona Province are strongly limited by European Agricultural Policy. So, the main activities go to the diversification and, partially, to the extensification. In any case, the profitability is high and we don’t worry about the future.

 2.3.4 - One of the point of strength for the stability of the rural areas is a very ancient and functional water supply system. At the same time this infrastructure is basic for the agriculture and represent a good chance for the landscape and the other rural activities. Agritourism, in fact, is increasing.

2.3.5 – 2.3.6 – The new Wide Area Plan, among the other things, tend to reinforce the network of small cities (and Villages) with special attention to physical connection. Reinforcement of the main road links to Milan will strengthen  the general accessibility of the territory.

3. The Jubilee 2000 Itineraries.
A third case study in Italy will be the Itineraries selected for support within the Jubilee 2000 Plan, organised by the Presidency of the Council Of Ministers, Department of Urban Affairs.

The decision of supporting the rehabilitation and adaptation of a series of buildings, monastries  or other pieces of the cultural heritage outside the big cities, and to link them in Itineraries, well organised and promoted, represents in our view a very good example of the networking strategy in rural and peripheral areas.

The Itineraries are built following the historical paths of pilgrims in their way to Rome, and cover the entire peninsula. The monuments, scattered but linked into the itineraries are restored and adapted for hosting tourists and pilgrims of the 2000 Jubilee.

The case study will refer to the definition of the paths, the identification of monuments, the general strategy of support, the organisational and information linkages also supported by local, religious and central public institutions.

4. The Occitan Space (Espasi Ousitan) : defending a culture, a language, the natural and the cultural heritage.

The fourth case study is represented by the recent experiences of integrated policies addressed towards the defense and relaunching of the Occitan heritage in the deep rural and peripheral areas of western Piedmont.

Bottom-up projects developed with the participation of local people were developed recently, organised through the networking (in terms of organisation, information, marketing and promotion) of cities and sub-regions;  international linkages and co-operation is often promoted, with areas in French Provence, Langued’Oc and Pyrenees.

Tourist exploitation is conceived as an engine for the economic development of these areas, a way of maintaining people on the territories; clear precondition is seen in the maintenance of the natural and cultural heritage, conceived as a sum of material and non-material assets: from monuments to language, from natural beauties to gastronomy and bulding styles.

The Occitan Space is located in the western, hilly and mountainous part of the provinces of Cuneo and Turin, in Piedmont.
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